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Abstract

This talk is based on Prof. Xu’s ongoing book manuscript. Prof. Xu argues that today’s fundamental
institution of China, Regionally Decentralized Authoritarianism (RDA), is unique in the world and is
essentially an institutional mixture originated from imperial China and totalitarian system of Soviet Union.
In this talk, Prof. Xu will layout an analytical framework; and applying this framework to analyze the origin
and the evolution of the Chinese institution by comparing it with major institutions in Europe, such as the
Roman Empire, the Byzantine, and the Russian Empire, etc. Based on this, Prof. Xu will compare Meiji
Restoration, the Russian 1905 Revolution, and the Chinese Wuxu Reform and the institutional origins of
creating totalitarianism in Russia and in China respectively.
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(1982-1992). He was the President of the Asian Law and Economics Association (2010-2012)
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