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This presentation highlights the main institutional legal innovations in European Union economic 

governance in the euro area and critically assesses the consequences of the EU regulatory response 

to the euro area debt crisis on the governance structures in Economic and Monetary Union. The 

main argument is that the numerous legal reform measures have resulted in profound changes in the 

decision-making structure that results in a change in the balance of power among the European 

institutions, such as the European Commission, the Council and the European Central Bank. 

Understanding these changes is of vital importance for policy makers and financial market 

participants outside Europe who deal with the European Union. 

 

Professor Fabian Amtenbrink is Vice Dean and Professor 

at the Erasmus University of Rotterdam where he holds the Chair 

of European Union Law. Since 2009 he is also Visiting Professor 

at the College of Europe in Bruges (Belgium). His research 

focuses on constitutional and institutional aspects of European 

Union law, as well as legal issues of (European) economic and 

monetary integration. Professor Amtenbrink studied law at the 

Freie Universität of Berlin (Germany) and is fully qualified to 

practice law in Germany. He also holds a doctorate in law from 

the University of Groningen (the Netherlands). He is member of the governing board of the Centre 

for the Law of EU External Relations (CLEER) and project leader of the European Research 

Network for Economic and Financial Governance (ERNEFG), a joint research initiative by the 

Dutch universities of Rotterdam, Leiden and Delft.  Professor Amtenbrink serves on the editorial 

board of several international journals including the European Law Review and the Netherlands 

Yearbook for International Law, as well as being a principle editor of the Nijhoff Studies in EU Law 

Series (Brill).  He presents papers and gives professorial guest lectures at numerous academic 

institutions and professional organizations around the globe, including inter alia the Universities of 

Cambridge and Oxford, the Bocconi University Milan, the International Monetary Fund and several 

national central banks.  For further details about the speaker, please visit 

http://professoramtenbrink.eu/. 
 

Please register online via www.AIIFL.com or 

email Flora Leung at fkleung@hku.hk to reserve a place. 


